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Sharing Stories
Creating a Landscape of Shared Stories 

for a Connected Community.

Welcome to our Young New Yorkers All-Women’s 8-Week Diversion Program Fall 2015 
Exhibition. 

At the beginning of each class, we sat together in a circle and shared stories from our 
week and our lives as a way of connecting as a community, and getting ready for the class 
ahead. We called this time Circle Check-in. As the weeks progressed sometimes Circle 
Check-in would go for more than an hour as our stories became increasingly important, 
or sad, or challenging. We laughed together and we cried together. We shared, we 
connected, and we created our community in that circle.

As a community, we began to notice that there are a multitude of social issues that 
have impacted us directly. Half of us have recently, or are currently, experiencing 
homelessness. Some of us are in foster care; one of us has been living in a shelter with 
her mother for over a year; another spent some nights sleeping in a park before she found 
a place to live with a friend. 

Many of us have experienced loss. One of us had her mother pass away the day before 
our fourth class. She came, and in the Circle Check-in asked us all not to say “awww” or 
rush to hug her after she shared. We listened. We cried. We reflected on how loosing our 
mothers is among our biggest fears. We held hands. We sat in silence.  

Three of us during the program were directly effected by gun violence in our 
communities. One of us was in a hospital waiting room in Brownsville helping her mom 
get treatment for back pain. A man came in, pulled out a gun, and pointed it at another 
man who was already waiting in the room. The second man moved behind a baby stroller. 
The whole room was terrified. Then the man with the gun left as quickly as he arrived. 
He never pulled the trigger. In our sixth class, two of us lost our friend to a shooting 
in Downtown Brooklyn. We shared our grief. We shared that we are worried about our 
brothers and our boyfriends. That the beefs that lead to these deaths were senseless. 

Of course, we had many moments of joy. We shared our triumphs and our hopes. We 
shared what we were grateful for. We shared what we admired in each other. We had fun. 

Most of us are 16- and 17-years-old. All of us are being prosecuted in Kings County 
Criminal Court as adults. We have learned that many other justice-involved youth are also 
likely to be effected by a similar array of social issues. These things are connected. 

For our final exhibition we chose to invite you to share your stories, too. Then to place 
your stories on our shared landscape of Brooklyn. To connect as a single great community 
with more in common and more to offer each other than we may have, at first, known. 

We hope you enjoy our exhibition!

Warm Wishes,
Christina, Shaniece, Tyra, Olivia, Shawntiara, Vanessa, Kathryn, Kierra



Courageous 
& Self-Expressed

Family, Leader, Peace



Talented, Brave, Loving

Strong, Brilliant, 
Dynamic, True



Aspirational & Self Reflective Portraits
Participants collaged portraits of themselves with images that embody the 
personal character traits that they are developing (such as peace, courage, 
leadership, love and humility). These traits help them to make personal choices 
everyday that will create the futures they want.

















Public Art Proposals

MY OWN PATHS: This artist was interested in what it takes for each of us to 
lead a life founded on personal power and leadership. How does one confidently 
walk one’s own walk? Find one’s own journey? Not be too guided by our peers, 
or those who think we have limited potential? How does each of us tap into our 
own greatness? 

In this proposal the artist envisaged an enormous canvas on the ground. The 
general public would think about their personal values and their vision for 
themselves and their community. They would then dip their feet into a paint 
color of their choice, and walk their own path across the canvas. 

The final result would be a beautiful canvas full of paint representing the idea 
that we can be connected as a community while also walking our own paths. 

Towards the end of the program, participants chose a social issue that is 
important to them and created art proposals that address—and even transform—
these issues. 



THE HEALING BOOTH: This artist wanted to create an art project that would 
create a space to heal conflicts, especially for those that have experienced 
violence and verbal abuse. Her installation is comprised of two identical rooms, 
one laid out in the mirror image of the other. Each has a bed, comfortable 
furniture, and food that the participants in The Healing Booth enjoy. 

There is a transparent security wall that separates the two rooms. The two 
participants who are experiencing conflict “talk it out” through the transparent 
wall, while being in the safe space of the installation. They talk until they 
come to an understanding of each others’ points of view, and human needs that 
aren’t currently being met. This artist shared how responsible language and 
conversation is the way out of perpetuating violence within relationships. 



TRACKING DANGEROUS OBJECTS: This project’s creator experienced 
local gun violence during the YNY program. Here she has designed a project to 
map local gun violence in her neighborhood. The goal was to raise awareness 
around the physical and social landscape of gun violence. The creator also hoped 
to put trackers on local weapons to map and study the way guns moved around 



the neighborhood. The creator discussed the way tensions sky rocket between 
people and become inherently dangerous when a gun is present, or even if 
people think a gun might be present. This is a vision for making the presence 
and movement of guns visible. Not just in Bronsville, but across the city as a 
whole. Gun violence is a New York problem. Not a Brownsville problem.  



CELEBRATING PARENTHOOD: This participant wanted to formulate ways 
to celebrate and support young parents. The artist of this project is a teen mom 
herself. She wanted to create daycares in school, and brainstorm ways that 
fathers can be more responsible and empowered, too. She wanted to create 
a project where the stigma of teen moms was re-examined and where young 
women with children could be celebrated.

FINDING HOPE: This participant has very recently lost her best friend’s 
boyfriend to gun violence in the Downtown Brooklyn shooting. She is now very 
worried about her own boyfriend. “Its so sensless. You don’t even need to have 
beef to get shot.” She identified that hope is missing, and that there seems like 
there is nothing that can be done. She would like to create a project that brings 
hope to this issue for all of her friends, that they can grow up safe.



RESPECT: This participant wanted to improve the experience of young women 
on the streets of Brooklyn. “When I dress up and look nice I get attention but it 
doesn’t feel safe. And I’m only sixteen! When I dress down its almost as though 
I’m invisible. I think men should be responsible for their behavior regarding 
street harassment.” 

The participant imagined a performance art piece where hundreds of women 
wore reflective t-shirts so that men could see their own reflections looking back 
at them when they look women up and down. They can see how ugly it is when 
they harass women on the street. 



Our Great Program Staff

Fall teaching staff and volunteers:
Rachel Barnard, Lexi Bella, Christina 
Dieckmann, Esq., Sharabia Holmes, 
Dominique Howard, Ann J. Lewis (Gilf), 
Ashley Martin, Rodolfo Diaz, Brenda 
Zubay, MSW. 

Also: Greg Bugal (exhibitions), John 
Bravo Demicoli (digital assistance), 
Joanna Cox, Sina B. Hickey (video), 
Mansura Khanam (photography), Carina 
Kleter, Dave Regos (video). 



Thank You to Our 
Wonderful Criminal 
Justice Partners: 

Kings County Criminal Court, Red 
Hook Community Court, Kings 
County District Attorney’s Office, 
Brooklyn Defender Services, Legal 
Aid, NYC Department of Probation,  
Brooklyn Justice Initiative.



Partner with our extraordinary young New Yorkers by making 
a donation on our website: youngnewyorkers.org. Together the 

Young New Yorkers community will transform the criminal justice 
system through the creative voices of our participants. 





Thank You.


